
 
History, Language Arts, and Math Extensions
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Have you ever wondered when and where chocolate chip cookies origi-
nated?  Well, these cookies have a very interesting history.  In 1937, Ruth 
Graves Wakefield, manager of the Toll House Restaurant in Whitman, 
Massachusetts, was making a batch of her favorites cookies, the “Butter 
Drop Do,” a recipe that dates back to colonial times.  The recipe called for 
baker’s chocolate.  Unfortunately, Ruth was out of this ingredient, so she 
decided to substitute a bar of semi-sweet chocolate she had on hand.  She 
chopped the bar into small chunks and added it to the dough, thinking the 
chocolate would melt as the cookies baked.  Surprisingly, when she took 
the cookies out of the oven, she saw that the small chunks had remained 
whole. Thus, the chocolate chip cookie was born!  Ruth named her creation 
Toll House Crunch Cookies. The cookies became very popular and soon 
her recipe was published in a Boston newspaper as well as other papers in 
the New England area.  Word of the cookie spread and the rest is history.

History of the Chocolate Chip Cookie

English Language Arts Extension
Have students pick a partner. Give each set of partners one copy of CB’s 
Chocolate Chip Cookie Recipe, one copy of the Snickerdoodle Recipe, 
and one copy of The King’s Cookies Venn Diagram. Compare and contrast 
the recipes.  Write five questions that can be answered by using the Venn 
diagram. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1

The King’s Cook ies
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      Make a list of the different types of chocolate chip cookies (for example, 
nuts/no nuts, crunchy/chewy, semi-sweet chips/dark chocolate chips/milk 
chocolate chips).  Poll your classmates about their favorite and record the 
findings on a graph.  Write five questions that can be answered using the graph.  
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.1.MD.C.4
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.2.MD.D.10 
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.3.MD.B.3

     Using CB’s Chocolate Chip Cookies Recipe, answer the following 
questions.  
What would you need to double the recipe?     
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.3.OA.A.4 
Halve the recipe?     
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.3.NF.A.1

     Put a small scoop of chocolate chips in a snack size Zip-loc bag (one 
bag/student).  Have students estimate how many chips are in their bags.  
Then have the students count the actual number of chips in their bags by 
putting them in groups of ten or by using tally marks. 
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.1.NBT.A.1
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.1.NBT.A.2  
Display the findings on a graph. 
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.1.MD.C.4
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.2.MD.D.10
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.3.MD.B.3

Math Extensions
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